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History of Civil Registration 

in Yemen

• In the 1980s there were various, mostly UN 
financed Civil Register projects in both parts of 
Yemen

• In 1991 the first Law for Civil Registration in the 
unified Yemen was established 

• The law was amended in 2003

• In 2008 / 2009 the Civil Register issue as a key 
priority for future development was defined 

• Corresponding activities were started



Main reporting lines

and their problems  

Ministry  of Health reports birth and 
death events

Ministry  of Justice marriages and divorces

Only 40% of the relevant events are
covered by hospital staff

Declaration in Civil Register Mostly not usual – lack of awareness



Registration level by Governate

based on calculations of 2006 data by UNICEF 



Main functions of governmental 

personal data registers



Types of personal data registers

It is required to verify the national legal base to  
include the voter register.  In some countries this is 
against the law.



Registers and 

interesting aspects

National Population Database



Data for the Population Register 

Database (general data)

Civil Register
main data

Extended 
dataset

Population 
Register data



Proposal for action-plan

• Coordinate efforts, focussing towards a National 
Population Database

• Including new technologies such as smart chip 
technology and biometrics

• Verifying backwards the registration issues and 
updating the corresponding registers

• Focussing on facilitating data-entry at local level 
for all the population

• Link between the governmental databases  



Databases and joining process



Donor coordination



Working schema

National Identification Number (NIN)



How to close the existing 

registration gap?

Direct activities
• Easy access to registration (location and modalities)

• Data-exchange between governmental institutions

• Changing budgeting for local areas gradually according to 
the registered number of residents

• Generating the legal need to be registered (legislation)

Indirect activities
• Campaigns for registration with CSOs and Mosques

• Awareness campaigns in schools and in media
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